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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release November 15, 2013
Contact:  

Stephen Pitcher, President

Worcester Educational Development Foundation, Inc.

Suite 224

210 Park Avenue

Worcester, MA  01609

wedfwps@gmail.com

FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
The Worcester Educational Development Foundation, Inc. (WEDF) announces that the George I. Alden Trust has provided funding of $ 100,000 for students in the Worcester Public Schools to engage with the region’s cultural institutions.  The funding marks the second installment of a five year pledge from the Trust.
Grade level experiences, known as culture leaps, allow all students, more than 7,000,  in the following grades to visit:

Grade 1 – Worcester Historical Museum 

Grade 2 – Tower Hill Botanic Garden

Grade 3 – Old Sturbridge Village 

Grade 4 – Worcester Art Museum

Grade 5 – Mechanics Hall

Grade 6 – EcoTarium and Broad Meadow
High School – Hanover Theatre

WEDF serves as the facilitator of the experiences and the fiscal agent.  Curriculum liaisons from the Worcester Public Schools work closely with personnel from the institutions to ensure that the experiences enrich and advance classroom curricula.  Students prepare for the visit in the classroom before the visit and debrief and develop projects after the visit.
Funds from the Alden Trust support busing and programming by the institutions.  Durham Bus Company offsets transportation costs.
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